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Lady Lolita’s Lover (2015) is one the major creations of Raj Rao, who is a 

theorist on queer theory as well as lesbian writings. He has written a good number of novels, 

plays, biography, translation and non-fiction. In Lady Lolita’s Lover he has discussed the cultural 

artefacts in which marriage is one of the key segments of the life. Marriage is an important ritual 

like any other rituals, but, in our Indian cultural system it is little different in comparison of 

remaining rituals for its image developed in the social conditioning. Marriage creates norms to 

be fulfilled within the passage of time and it is also developed in such order to make the people 

realize with its sanctity and spirit. Family is an institution which provides all the required needs 

and space to develop the relationship within the rubric of marriage. Family is a bigger space that 

nurtures this bond of relationship. Lolita got married with Aroop and had assumption in her mind 

that she would be happy there with all the pleasures of life. Aroop had promised her to provide 

the entire requirements that she wants from him. Lolita blessed to be the wife of Aroop. 

Gradually, Lolita realized from the very beginning of her marriage that her husband is too busy 

to give her time and share her feelings. Aroop works in a multinational company for which he 

used to be out of station for most of the time and Lolita needs her presence to express her 

feelings what she wants. Meanwhile, she came in contact with a teenager boy who was younger 

than her but understands her feelings. Sandesh comes from a very poor family works in a shop 

on monthly basis when Lolita meets her realizes that he can fulfil her unfulfilled desires what she 

has not gained from her husband. She gives him money or gifts whenever she calls him for 

sexual meeting. She enjoys his dedication towards the sexual relationships. Sandesh sends back 

the money whatever he earns from the job as well as Lolita to his mother. He has never thought 

about the consequences of this relationship and the etiquettes of the marriage what we created an 

image to be dedicated and faithful to the life partner. Lolita visits the shop where Sandesh was 

working as a servant and she informed him what she needs. She says that she wants hot porn 

DVD and CD to upgrade her sexual interest. Thus: 
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‘Those Double-X DVDs, or whatever they’re called, aren’t sexy enough for me, 

I’m afraid. Don’t you have hard- core porn? You know, scenes of actual fucking?’ 

‘The words ‘actual fucking’ were enough for Sandesh. He knew at once what to 

supply her with.  ‘We are having Triple-X DVDs also,madam,’ he quivered. 

‘Then give me those,’ she ordered. ‘And make it snappy. I have an appointment at 

four.’(11) 

           Lolita seduced the teenager boy for her sexual pleasure. Sandesh has no idea about the 

whole conditioning created by an affluent thirty years old lady Lolita. Lalita has an alternative 

love with Sandesh. The new world which Sandesh came to him was new but he enjoyed as he 

had never taken the taste of it. He had been struggler for a long time and never got such an 

opportunity to be loved by someone like Lolita. So he learned as his dream is going to be 

fulfilled. Sandesh has visited this city earlier but no one had paid attention to him. He had 

relatives in this city but they never did anything for him. Thus: 

As he got out for fresh air, he perambulated the streets. Bombay was, after all, a 

city that never slept. With his hands in his pockets, he strolled into a beer bar and 

occupied a table. The waiters ignored him, pointing to a sign on the wall that said 

patrons had to be twenty-one-years-old to be served alcohol.(12) 

The waiter asked him about his age, 

                    ‘What’s your age?’they asked him. 

                    ‘Twenty-one,’ he nonchalantly answered. 

                    ‘But you don’t look it.’ 

                    ‘Gaand maro.’ 

                     Thrown out of one shady bar, Sandesh found his way to another that wasn’t as  

strict.(12) 

Lolita had immersed herself in the relationship with Sandesh and she wanted to marry 

with him. But, the manager of the shop did not like this idea of marrying a lady to a boy less than 

eighteen years old. Sandesh wanted to marry with her without going into the deep of the subject. 

Ashok Jadhav, manager of the DVD shop convinces Sandesh and says: ‘You can’t marry a 
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woman old enough to be your mother,’ he exaggeratedly says. To this Sandesh’s retort is: 

‘Gaand maro.’(14)Lolita overhears this conversation and decides that she will never visit this 

shop again. The illicit relationship between Sandesh and Lolita was developing in the absence of  

Aroop. Aroop does not have any idea about the whole incident happened. Kamalabai , a maid 

servant decided to inform the whole thing about the  illegal relationship to Aroop. She did this 

work with the help of an English student who wrote the letter in English. The letter was handed 

over to Aroop. She was an honest lady to herself and she also proved that. She says: 

Dear Saheb,  Namaste. Money is not everything. Leave your job and come back 

soon. Stay in Mumbai with memsahib and Tanu. Mumbai is big mahanagari. You 

can find job in Mumbai. You must not stay away from memsaheb. Even Bhagwan 

Ram taking his Mrs. Sita with him to banwas. If you don’t want to come back to 

Mumbai, then take memsaheb with you where you going. Saheb, forgive me, 

small mouth, big talk. But I have to tell you that memsahib is doing dirty things 

behind your back. I feel very shameful to say this, but I having to say it.It is my 

duty. I have eaten your namak and it is my duty to saving your home. One young 

boy from nearby DVD store is coming to your house everyday and memsaheb and 

he are doing what pati and patni are doing in bed. I seeing with my own two eyes, 

saheb, and I feel very bad for you.(113)  

  The letter told everything what Kamalabai wants to depict about the relationship between 

Sandesh and Lolita. Aroop decided that he should go to Mumbai and see the actual position. Raj 

Rao has made a comparison with Arundhati Roy’s The God of Small Things where Velutha was 

beaten and harassed similarly Sandesh’s body was bruised due to the role he had played with 

Lolita. “His skull was fractured in three places. His nose and both his checkbones were smashed, 

leaving his face pulpy, undefined.”(134) 

The news was printed in most of the newspapers that Mr Ashok Jadhav’s servant has 

fucks his wife. Hence, everybody came to know the incident and became part of the discussion 

among the people. The private sphere’s discussion came in the light and it became public over 

the night. The writer has selected one more text of his interest to analyse his views with same 

spirit and conviction what we find in Lady Chatterley’s lover. Rao has presented the social as 
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well as cultural phenomenon. Aroop wants to go back to his office after this altercation and also 

he wants to protect the virginity of her wife so that he can be confident. He searches a lot of 

products available in the market but he could not arrange the appropriate one which can suit his 

wife. 

In this discussion, I want to point out on some arguments and wish to get the answers for 

them. Is there any norm for a woman to be instructed for each and every activity in the society? 

If it is there? Why for a woman only? Do that rules are being applied equally in the life of male 

one? If not, why? What kind of the identity we want to establish in the society? Male specific, 

female specific or for the both. In the background of the study, Lolita was held responsible for 

the whole course and she is being interrogated on the behalf of set patterns of social 

conditioning. We do not wish to make our effort to understand the change that we get from the 

society and we wish to accept. A woman can also take her decisions and change her paradigms 

from private to public which is not meant for her. She can choose and she can also expand it. The 

chief dramatis personae were Aroop, Lolita and Sandesh and the story of these people appeared 

in magazines under the cover story. Thus: 

Ashok Jadhav’s name featured in the story too, since it was he who filed the FIR 

when the sailors vandalized the Royal Video Parlour. Ms. Komal Chandran, who 

was born several generations after the Nanavati case rocked Bombay, 

nevertheless went on to compare her story to this famous case which she called 

‘the mother of all triangles.’(139) 

Sandesh presents his position before the society and he believes that he is not culprit of this love-

triangle. He says: 

I am a fifteen-year-old boy from the lower class, a person writing a fake letter 

said, and I have desperately fallen in love with a wealthy married woman twice 

my age. It isn’t my fault. The lady seduced me when her husband was away on a 

posting(he is a fauji), and after that I got so addicted to sex with her that I can no 

longer think of sleeping with girls of my own age. We now have sex everyday. 

The woman suggests that we elope and get married, and I am inclined towards 
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marrying her too for I can’t imagine a life without her. But I am worried about 

society and my family.(141) 

  We come to know that the society and its norms convince and correct the society through 

the image developed in the society. Sandesh wants to advance his relationship with Lolita if the 

society and family do not interrupt his act. After Sandesh and Lolita’s relationship story takes 

another turn when Jeevan Reddy came and took the case in hand to the court. He had taken 

interest in the case for the personal reasons. The whole paradigms of relationship got changed 

when the lawyer Jeevan Reddy took the charge of it. Jeevan Reddy convinces Sandesh:   

 The lawyer, who’dperfected the art of talking anyone into doing anything, 

convinced Sandesh that it was in his best interest to let the case be filed. ‘We shall 

ask for lakhs by way of compensation’, he said, which was enough to get the 

avaricious Sandesh to nod his assent.(145) 

Jeevan Reddy told Sandesh about his real identity ; 

 ‘I’m gay,’ he said, ‘and I have been unfairely accused by feminists of 

paedophilia. I have a vested interest in fighting your case. I wish to prove that 

women can be paedophiles too. What was your age when you first had sex with 

Lolita?’ ‘Fifteen.’ ‘See what I mean? That makes you minor. Sex with a minor, 

whether culprit is a man or a woman, is a criminal offence under sections 376 

and377 of the IPC.’ (146) 

Lolita was asked to put her words in the court. Lolita witnessed the words what she was told to 

do so. Lolita did not like to say anything which was against Sandesh, but, she was compelled to 

do so. Sandesh reacts whole thing in an aggressive manner: “ ‘ I know she is saying these things 

in court only because of her bhenchod husband,’ Sandesh held. ‘He is forcing her to speak 

lies.’(153) 

In the background of the book, writer has put all the flavours of the time whether it is part of the 

politics or ‘the power of control’ where people follow for some time then react to it. It depends 

upon their creative force that works in close. Sandesh also became the part of it and he also 
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joined some groups of the people for achieving his goal. He made his journey from Bombay to 

Goa in search of her love that he had missed for sometimes.  

Jeevan Reddy, a lawyer as well as gay one got married with Sandy and told him about the 

restrictions of marriage once you do with gay. Jeevan Reddy defines: 

 ‘For keeps,’ JR remarked when the flash came on. He then gave Sandy a bear 

hug. ‘I will tell you something funny,’ he said. ‘A gay couple in America got 

married. But later, when they wanted a divorce, they couldn’t get one. Why? 

Because the court recognised gay marriage, but not gay divorce. Only heteros can 

get divorced, the court ruled. So our gay couple were stuck together for life.’(252) 

Rao’s approach towards heterosexuality and gay relationship is a tool of social control 

under the rubric of gender discourse. Gender is discursively constructed within a cultural 

discourse. Judith Butler also believes in it. She says: “Gender identity, she states, is built on this 

prohibition against homosexuality. It is the loss of the same-sex object of desire that creates a 

melancholic heterosexual identity”.(qtd. in Pramod K Nayar: Contemporary Literary and 

Cultural Theory, 190) Butler does not believe in any single identity so far but she says, all the 

identity form and enact with the discourse. 

 Lady Lolita was made responsible for the whole incident happened in the family due to 

the presence of Sandesh. She was cuckold to her husband. She did not accept the husband in his 

existing position rather she liked to move towards Sandesh a younger man. Aroop’s father wants 

to do the last rites of his son. On the other hand, younger man became gay activist in the jail. He 

changed his space from heterosexual to homosexual. He talks about the homosexuality and 

defines as a legal act. He says Supreme Court has given orders for its legal base so now no one 

can put finger on it. During the course of jail his father left the world without knowing the reality 

of the case. Thus: 

During the course of his jail life, Sandy’s parents would pass away. His father 

would go first, succumbing to cirrhosis of the liver, while his mother would 

follow a few years later, diagnosed with oral cancer. News of his parents’ death 

would not reach Sandy in jail. As for as he was concerned, they were dead 
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already. His sisters would be married off to distant relatives in their native place, 

but once again Sandy would know nothing about this. When Lolita knew the truth 

that Aroop was killed by Sandy and he has been accused of the murder. She did 

not present herself in the court.(287-88) 

Sandy has received alternative identity of his life which is given by the lawyer Jeevan 

Reddy. He was taught in a prestigious school to change his social as well as cultural conditioning 

so that he could feel empowered. Jeevan Reddy assures him about the alternative identity and 

asks him to be bound with certain conditions that needed for the life. He states: 

 ‘I have given you wings, as Icarus gave his son Daedalus,’ JR would tell Sandy. 

‘But you must not fly too close to the sun, or your wings will melt and you will 

come crashing down.’ (290)                                                                                                                                                                                         
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